144                KING RICHARD III            [ACT iv.
Hath he so long held out with me untir'd,
And stops he now for breath ?   Well, be it so!            45
Enter STANLEY.
How now, Lord Stanley, what Js the news ?
Stan. Know, my loving lord,
The Marquess Dorset, as I hear, is fled To Richmond, in the parts where he abides.
{Stands apart.
K. Rich. Come hither, Catesby ! rumour it abroad                50
That Anne my wife is very grievous sick ; I will take order for her keeping close. Inquire me out some mean poor gentleman, Whom I will marry straight to Clarence1 daughter: The boy is foolish, and I fear not him.                           55
Look, how thou dream *st!    I say again, give out That Anne, my queen, is sick and like to die. About it! for it stands me much upon
45. Well, be it so] Ff; omitted Qq.         aft. 45. Enter Stanley.] Ff; Enter
Darby. Qq. 46. How now . . . news] Ff; How now, what newes. with you Qq, 4 47-49. Know . . . abides] arranged as Craig; Know , . . Dorset As . . . Richmond, In . . . abides Ff; My Lord, I heare the Marques Dorset Is fled to Richmond, in those paries beyond the seas where he abides Qq; My lord, I hear . . . fled To Richmond . * . sea Where he abides Camb. 50. Come , . . abroad] Ff; Catesby. Cat. My lord. King. Rumor it abroad Qq. 51, very grievous sick] Ff; sicke and like to die Qq.          53, poor] Ff; borne Qq,
57. queen] Ff; wife Qq.
47-50, Spedding suggested the ex-   sudden sicknesse or greeuous maladie:
istence of interlinear alterations in the   and to prooue, if afterwards she should
MS.,   which   may  have  misled  the   fortune by that or anie other waies to
printer of F I.   If Ff represent a re-   lease her life, whether the people would
turn to an original version of the play,   impute hir death to the thought or
Qq reading may be the result of an   sicknesse, or thereof would laie the
eSfort to improve the defective metre   blame  to him."     When this  report
of that original.   This latter reading,    came to Anne's ears, she sought an
however,   was   evidently  disarranged   interview   with   Richard,    and   was
in printing:   the Cambridge reading,    answered with fair words.    But "how-
perhaps, represents the real intention   soeuer that it fortuned, either by in-
of the reviser.    The call for Catesby   ward thought and pensiuenesse of hart,
and the answer which follows, corres-   or by infection of poison  (which is
ponding in Qq to line 50, are probably   affirmed to be most likelie), within few
stage amplifications  of the   original   dales after the queene departed out of
text                                                     this transitorie  life."     Anne's death
ii. Halle and Holinshed (iii. 751)   really happened on i6th March, 1485. say that Richard ordered the queen's       58. it stands me much upon] it con-
cleatli to be reported,  " to the intent   cerns me, depends upon me, greatly.
that sfee, taking some conceit of this   Compare Antony and Cleopatra, n. i.
strange feme, should fall into some   50,51; Milton, Of Prelat. Episcopacy,